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Introduction 
1. The Fortieth Meeting of the GMS Tourism Working Group (TWG-40) was held 
on 4 December 2017 in Yangon, Myanmar. The meeting, hosted by the Government of 
Myanmar, was co-organized by the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism (MOHT) of 
Myanmar and the Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office (MTCO), and attended by 
representatives of the National Tourism Organizations (NTOs) of five of the six Greater 
Mekong Subregion countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet 
Nam), MTCO, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and other development partners 
including Swisscontact, Luxemburg Development Cooperation, GIZ, Hans Seidel 
Foundation, and APAC. The List of Participants is in Appendix 1. 
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Agenda Item 1 
Opening	  Session	  

Opening Remarks by Minister: 

2. In his opening remarks, H.E. U 
Ohn Maung, Union Minister, MOHT of 
Myanmar stated that Myanmar has 
actively participated in tourism 
cooperation as a flagship program of 
the GMS Economic Cooperation 
Program since its inception in 1992, 
and in implementing the Tourism Sector 
Strategy (TSS) to contribute to the 
MDGs and the GMS vision. Myanmar 
appreciates and looks forward to the 
continued support provided by ADB and 
other development partners to 
implement priority tourism programs 
and projects. He noted that 2017 marks 

the 25th anniversary of the GMS 
Program and congratulated the TWG, 
ADB, and MTCO for preparing the new 
TSS for 2016-2025. He noted that the 5 
priority programs set out in the strategy 
(HRD, tourism infrastructure, enhanced 
visitor experiences and services, 
creative marketing and promotion, and 
facilitation of regional travel) are 
harmonized with the national tourism 
plans of GMS countries, the GMS 
Strategic Framework, and the GMS 
vision of an integrated, prosperous and 
equitable subregion. Myanmar is 
planning to boost marine and nature-
based tourism in the coastal region 
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around Myeik Archipelago as well as 
community-based tourism in rural areas 
of several states and regions to help 
generate income for local residents, 
and highlight their traditional culture 
and hospitality. The Ministry of Hotels 
and Tourism is collaborating with the 
private sector in supporting transport 
infrastructure, lodging facilities, HRD, 
and safety and security in tourism sites 
to attract more foreign visitors to the 
country’s rich and ancient historical 
heritage. He concluded that tourism 
cooperation has reached a new level of 
development in close cooperation with 
the GMS countries, the private sector 
and development partners. He wished 
the meeting success and productive 
outcomes.	  
	  
Welcome Remarks by Director 
General, MoHT, Myanmar 
	  	  

3. U Tint Thwin, Director General, 
MoHT of Myanmar, extended his warm 
welcome to the participants and noted 
that the GMS Program has successfully 
achieved many initiatives and projects 
in various sectors including Tourism 
since its inception in 2002. He further 
noted the other cooperation programs 
such as the Belt and Road Initiative, 
CLMV, ACMECs and BIMSTEC, 
among others, have also been 
strengthening their strategic directions 
but highlighted that the GMS Program 
has remained practical in its approach.  
	  
Remarks from Asian 
Development Bank 
	  

4. Ms. Rhodora Concepcion, ADB 
Thailand Resident Mission, 
congratulated TWG and the MTCO for 
the positive findings on the Tourism 
sector’s performance arising from the 

Mid-Term Review of the GMS Strategic 
Framework (MTR-SF II). Most 
importantly, she congratulated TWG 
and MTCO for completing the new 
GMS TSS 2016-2025, which was 
endorsed by the 22nd GMS Ministerial 
Meeting held in September 2017 in Ha 
Noi, Viet Nam. She stated that the 
achievements of the Tourism sector 
would be reported to the GMS Leaders 
at the upcoming 6th GMS Summit in 
March 2018. Besides these, she said 
that there are strong expectations that 
the protracted consultations to 
formalize the MTCO Agreement would 
be concluded soon leading to its 
signing at the 6th GMS Summit or at a 
separate GMS Tourism Ministers’ 
meeting in 2018. Another issue for 
TWG to discuss is the next step to take 
regarding the position of the MTCO 
Executive Director whose term would 
end by July 2018. 
	  

Remarks from Executive Director, 
Mekong Tourism Coordinating 
Office 

5. Mr. Jens Thraenhart, Executive 
Director, MTCO, noted that over the 
past 3 years, the GMS TWG has made 
pogress in positioning the subregion as 
a responsible multi-country destination. 
MTCO has also evolved, with an 
updated TSS in place, and an award-
winning web-based platform developed. 
The MTF continues as a platform for 
networking with many innovative 
features, and TWG is moving forward 
with the MTCO Agreement. He thanked 
the countries for their support to the 
MTCO. 

6. Copies of the opening and 
welcome and remarks are in Appendix 
2. 
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Agenda Item 2 
Adoption	  of	  the	  Agenda	  

	  

7. U Tint Thwin, Director General, MoHT of Myanmar, chaired the meeting. He 
was assisted by Ms. Rhodora Concepcion, ADB, as Co-Chair, and Mr. Thraenhart, 
MTCO, as Secretariat.  

8. The Meeting adopted the provisional agenda, copy in Appendix 3. 
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Agenda Item 3 
Business	  Arrangements	  

9. Representative of MoHT, Myanmar, briefed participants on business 
arrangements and program for TWG-40. 

Agenda Item 4 
Report	  and	  Follow-‐up	  of	  the	  39th	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  
Meeting	  (June	  2017,	  Luang	  Prabang,	  Lao	  PDR)	  

10. Representative of Lao PDR reported to the meeting on the outcomes of the 39th 
GMS TWG Meeting and the 2017 Mekong Tourism Forum held in June 2017 in Luang 
Prabang, Lao PDR (copy in Appendix 4).	  

11. Chair noted that implementation of the new TSS and the tourism projects under 
the Regional Investment Framework 2022 (RIF 2022) are critical, with the participation 
of outside investors. He thanked Lao PDR for its report and expressed his hope that 
TWG could achieve the goals set from the 2017 MTF.	  	   	  
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Agenda Item 5 
GMS	  Country	  Reports	  

	  

	   	  

5.1 Cambodia 

12. Cambodia stated that they have 21 international border checkpoints with visa 
on arrival. It is the policy of the government that all tourism development process must 
be made in a sustainable and responsible manner. Tourism is considered as green 
gold to help resolve the problem of climate change while providing good opportunity for 
investors to look into business in this sector. The government is promoting tourism 
diversity, now extending flights to coastal zones and developing seaports for tourists, 
and emphasizing connectivity and HRD. In 2016, Cambodia received 5 M international 
tourist arrivals (+5%), and generated US$3.2 B in tourism receipts. Top ten tourist 
generating countries were PRC, Viet Nam, Lao PDR, R.O.K., Thailand, U.S.A., Japan, 
Malaysia, U.K., and France. Cambodia’s tourism promotion campaign will no longer set 
a target on the number of foreign visitors but will focus on the upgrading of the 
country’s major destinations as quality tourist spots.  Among activities highlighted were 
the Cambodia Travel Mart held in November 2017, bilateral meeting and signing of the 
Implementation of Action Plan on Tourism Cooperation between Cambodia and 
Myanmar, and ASEAN-China Cultural Tourism Forum held in Siem Reap in November 
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2017. Cambodia also announced the Cambodia Travel Mart to be held on 11-13 
October 2018 in Phnom Penh. 
	  

5.2 Lao PDR 

13. Lao PDR launched the Visit Lao Year 2018 on 20 October 2017 together with 
the official opening of the annual That Luang Grand Stupa Festival, with various 
festivals and events planned to be held nationally and in various locations overseas, 
including caravan tours, FAM trips for domestic and foreign media and tour operators, 
art festivals, and tourism exhibition, among others. In 2016, tourist arrivals reached 4.2 
M (-10%), while for the first 9 months of 2017, arrivals reached 2.8 M (-9.1%). Top ten 
tourist generating countries were Thailand, Viet Nam, R.O.K., PRC, U.S.A., France, 
Japan, U.K., Germany and Australia. Tourism development projects being pursued by 
Lao PDR include the ADB-financed Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth Project, 
NZAID-Lao Tourism support activities, and those supported by GIZ, Swisscontact, 
JICA, and KOICA. Lao PDR has 24 international border checkpoints, with visa on 
arrival in 21 border checkpoints. Four Lao-Thai friendship bridges are facilitating land 
travel between the two countries, while regional air-links are expanding and flights to 
and from other regional destinations are increasing. 
	  

5.3 Myanmar 

14. In addition to the already famous tourism destinations like Yangon, Bagan, 
Ngapali Beach, and Inle Lake, Myanmar is developing new destinations and 
ecotourism sites as well as community-based tourism in these sites. Myanmar 
participated in several tourism promotion activities held in 2016 in venues in Asia and 
Europe. There are 3 international airports and 13 border gateways in Myanmar. In 
2016, international visitors reached 2.9 M (-38%), generated tourism receipts of $2.1 B, 
supported 804,000 jobs, and contributed 3.0% of total GDP. Between January and 
October 2017, international visitors reached 2.8 M (+20%). Top sources by region were 
Asia, Western Europe, North America, Oceania, Eastern Europe, Other America, 
Middle East, and Africa. Myanmar is leading preparation of ASEAN Tourism 
Investment Guide 2018 targeted for completion by March 2018. In Tourism HRD, 
Myanmar is providing academic and vocational training with support from LuxDev, 
Swisscontact, ILO, Hans Seidel Foundation, and ADB, and currently organizing 
Myanmar Community Based Tourism Standard Development Conference in December 
2017. A Myanmar Tourism Law is being submitted to Parliament for approval and 
adoption, while Myanmar’s Tourism HRD Strategy and Action Plan 2017-2020 is being 
finalized.	  
	  

5.4 Thailand 

15. Thailand mentioned the 7 provinces along the Mekong River (Chiang Rai, Loei, 
Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom, Mukdahan, Amnat charoen, and Ubon Rachathani). In 
2016, tourist arrivals from ASEAN reached 8.6 M, and from worldwide reached 32.5 M. 
In the first 10 months of 2017, tourist arrivals from ASEAN reached 7.4 M, and from 
worldwide reached 28.8 M. Thailand would report on the MTCO Host Country 
Agreement at the MTCO Board Meeting the following day. Thailand will host MTF 2018 
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in Nakhon Phanom. TAT also gave an update on Southern Tourism Corridor Meeting 
fam trip in Trat and Chantaburi provinces held on 23-26 May 2017, covering six 
thematic multi-country routes with identified lead countries. For next steps, TAT 
proposed for countries to jointly promote the newly established tour programs on 
individual NTOs’ promotional channels, and organize agent and media fam trips. TAT 
also reported on Experience Thailand and More held on 7-12 September 2017 which 
highlighted new experiences and destinations. For 2018 work plan, Thailand will 
organize the ASEAN Tourism Forum on 22-26 January 2018 in Chiang Mai to promote 
connectivity between Thailand and neighboring GMS countries through various routes 
and post-tours.  
	  

5.5 Viet Nam 

16. Viet Nam reported that in 2016, international arrivals reached 10 M (+26%) and 
generated tourism receipts of $18.97 M. Top ten generating markets were PRC, 
R.O.K., Japan, U.S., Taiwan, Russia, Malaysia, Australia, Thailand, and Singapore. 
Viet Nam also reported on policy updates including Party Resolution No 8 on tourism 
development. Other developments were the endorsement by the National Assembly of 
revised tourism law with focus on tourism companies and enterprises, implementation 
of e-visa program for 40 countries with 6 recent additions, and ongoing revision of 
Strategy and Master Plan for Tourism Development. Viet Nam also mentioned that a 
tourism development fund ($15 M) is about to be established for tourism promotion and 
marketing. 

17. Copies of the Country Reports are in Appendix 5.	  
	  
 

Open Discussion: 
 

18. Chair expressed appreciation for the country reports which he noted took 
different formats. He suggested for MTCO to develop a uniform format for the country 
reporting. He noted that country experiences on cross-border and visa on arrival 
facilitation, and air services could provide lessons learned, and mentioned that the 
GMS Cross Border Transport Agreement (CBTA) is a binding document to guide the 
countries. He stressed the importance of economic corridor development under the 
GMS Program. He noted that countries could learn from sharing information, for 
instance from Viet Nam’s tourism development fund and suggested that a simple 
questionnaire to capture such useful information, be developed by MTCO.	  

19. Mr. Thraenhart informed TWG about an updated contact list prepared by MTCO 
(copy in Appendix 6) and requested TWG members to provide updated information to 
the MTCO Operations Manager.	  
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Decision/Reqiured Follow-up Action 
 
Action: (i) MTCO to develop a uniform format for country reports and a 

questionnaire to capture useful information for sharing with the other 
countries at TWG meetings. 

(ii) TWG to provide to MTCO updated information on TWG contact list.   

	  

Agenda Item 6 
Implementation	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Marketing	  Strategy	  2015-‐
2020 	  

20. Mr. Thraenhart introduced a 
proposal for the 1st Annual Mekong Mini 
Movie Festival, as a regional GMS 
marketing campaign. This is the first 
time the public and private sectors in 
the GMS collaborate to promote the 
region via social media. The countries 
all supported the campaign, and 
committed collaboration in promoting 
the campaign to national stakeholders 
including travelers, residents, and travel 
and tourism businesses, associations, 
and public sector. The countries also 
committed to each source three trips for 
two people each, including regional 
flights, which act as one-week fam trips 
to promote secondary or new 
destinations in the respective countries. 
Official launch is planned at ASEAN 
Tourism Forum 2018. 
	  	  

21. Myanmar briefed the meeting on 
the Buddhist Trail Project under the 
Mekong-Ganga Buddhist Pilgrimage 
Tourism Program. 

22. Thailand gave an update 
regarding a Conference on “Creative 
Sustainable Tourism Destinations 
within the GMS Countries held on 15 - 
16 February 2017, Chiang Rai 
Province.  

23. Viet Nam reported on EWEC 
FAM Trip and Meeting Report 
scheduled on 4 December 2017.  

24. Cambodia gave an update on 
Tiger Re-Introduction Workshop 
organized by the Royal Government of 
Cambodia and the Ministry of 
Environment as part of their global 
commitment to recover tigers across 13 
Tiger Range Countries (including 
Russia, China, India, Nepal, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam). 
Lessons from India showed that tiger 
recovery is possible for the following 
benefits: ecosystem services, political 
prestige, and jobs and ecotourism.  

25. Copies of presentations under 
this Agenda Item are in Appendix 7.
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Open Discussion: 

26. Chair noted that the Experience 
Mekong Tourism Marketing Strategy 
2015-2020 would soon end, and 
stressed the need to focus more on 
marketing strategy and to highlight 
branding of the GMS. He asked for 
clarification from MTCO regarding 
digital marketing mostly based on its 
website, and suggested that maybe in 
the future, TWG would need to consider 
how to optimize the use of digital 

technology as well as other channels to 
support its marketing strategy. 	  	  

27. In response, Mr. Thraenhart 
said that with the eminent end of the 
Experience Mekong Marketing Strategy 
in 2020, TWG would need to think 
beyond that and agree on the need to 
look at all available channels besides 
digital technology. He suggested the 
need to look at intensified cooperation 
with the private sector to execute all 
activities that are in the work plan. 

	  

 
	  

 

 
	  

	  

	  

 

Decision/Required	  Follow-‐Up:	  

1. Countries	  to	  promote	  Mekong	  Mini	  Movie	  Festival	  to	  respective	  tourism	  stakeholders,	  
and	  source	  three	  prizes	  for	  two	  people	  each,	  acting	  as	  a	  one-‐week	  fam	  trip	  for	  the	  
winners	  of	  the	  campaign.	  Prizes	  should	  be	  submitted	  by	  January	  15th	  2018,	  in	  order	  to	  
be	  showcased	  at	  Launch	  Press	  Conference	  during	  ASEAN	  Tourism	  Forum	  2018.	  

2. TWG	  plan	  for	  Experience	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Marketing	  Strategy	  2020-‐2025.	  
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Agenda Item 7 
Statistics	  Harmonization	  in	  the	  GMS	  

28. Mr. Thraenhart outlined the 2016 GMS Tourism Performance Scorecard, just 
published and circulated to the participants, and uploaded in the MTCO website. He 
outlined 4 key statistics: (i) tourist arrivals in 2016 saw 3.4 % increase to 59.8 million; 
(ii) tourism receipts up 27.8 % ($81.5 B); (iii) average expenditure up 44.5%; and (iv) 
average length of stay up 11.7%. – all very positive signs for the GMS. MTCO is also 
working with Griffith University (Australia) and University of Surrey (U.K.) on a Mekong 
Sustainable Tourism Dashboard, as a component of a global dashboard, and a 
platform to track tourism performance on sustainability as part of the SDGs through 
such indicators as poverty alleviation, tourism employment, dispersion of tourism, 
sustainable production, carbon emissions, protected areas, security, and equality of 
travel. It is a two-stage process involving downscaling the Global Sustainable Tourism 
Dashboard and developing new regional indicators.  Next steps involve the countries 
agreeing on regional indicators, extracting data from Global Dashboard, seeking 
resources and sponsorships, and data on new economies.	  

29. Cambodia reported on the Statistics Harmonization Workshop to be held on 25-
27 February 2018 in Kompot Province, Cambodia to which GMS countries will be 
invited. MTCO has also invited other line ministries to participate in the Workshop and 
provide their inputs. 

30. Copies of presentations under this Agenda Item are in Appendix 8. 

	  
Open Discussion: 
	  

31. Chair noted that tourism-related data and indicators are very important and 
encouraged countries to review these carefully and ensure that these are accurate, 
harmonized and truly relevant to the countries.  Chair also encouraged more 
cooperation and integration with ASEAN Tourism Working Group. He noted that there 
is a good opportunity to collaborate on statistics as it ensures consistency. 

32. Mr. Thraenhart stated that they do check data many times and requested the 
countries to verify and correct the information provided. Regarding the proposed 
Mekong sustinable tourism dashboard, GMS countries can create indicators that are 
important to them. 
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Agenda Item 8 
22nd	  GMS	  Ministerial	  Conference	  and	  2nd	  GMS	  Agriculture	  
Minister’	  Meeting 	  

33. Ms. Rhodora Concepcion explained that there were 2 parts of the presentation: 
Part 1 would cover updates arising from the 22nd GMS Ministerial Conference held in 
September 2022, and Part 2 would cover outcomes of the 2nd GMS Agriculture 
Ministers’ Meeting held also in September 2017 and the linkages and synergies 
between the agriculture and tourism sectors. She outlined the results and findings of 
the Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the GMS Strategic Framework (SF) in general, and the 
good performance of the tourism sector in particular.  The MTR results have informed 
the preparation of the guiding framework of the Hanoi Action Plan for the remaining 
years of the SF until 2022. She also mentioned the proposed Regional Investment 
Framework 2022 consisting of a pipeline of investment and technical assistance 
projects, which in the case of the Tourism sector, includes prioritized projects from the 
new TSS. In this regard, she requested inputs from the TWG on some missing 
information in the Tourism sector list to be provided to the GMS Secretariat before 11 
December 2017 through the MTCO. With regard to desired follow-up actions on the 
part of TWG, she emphasized the implementation of the TSS and the conclusion of 
ongoing consultations regarding the MTCO Agreement leading towards its 
formalization and signing as a deliverable for the 6th GMS Summit. 
	  
	  

Decision/Reqiured Follow-up Action 
 
Action: Concerned members of TWG are requested to provide missing 
information on the Tourism sector list of the RIF 2022 to MTCO before 11 
December 2017, for consolidation and eventual submission to the GMS 
Secretariat. 
 

	  

34. Ms. Georginia Nepomuceno, Consultant from the Secretariat of the Working 
Group on Agriculture, presented the outcomes of the 2nd GMS Agriculture Ministers’ 
Meeting held in September 2017 which endorsed the Strategy for Safe and 
Environment-Friendly Agro-Based Value Chains in the GMS and Siem Reap Action 
Plan 2018-2022. She highlighted the synergies between the agriculture and tourism 
sectors, including food safety/food security which complement food tourism and 
enhancing visitors’ experience, and travel and food as partners. 



	  

14	  
38th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  MNS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐38)	  

	  

35. Copy of the combined ADB presentation is in Appendix 9.	  
	  	  	  
	  

Open Discussion: 
	  

36. Myanmar noted that as they 
have already reported to their GMS 
National Secretariat, they will not be 
able to participate in the 2nd GMS 
Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive 
Growth Project. Ms. Concepcion 
responded that this information would 
be duly reflected in the refined RIF 
2022. 

37. In response to the Chair’s 
request for clarification about the shifts 
in sector strategic priorities, Ms. 
Concepcion responded that examples 

provided underscored the varied 
responses by the sectors to evolving 
and emerging needs. Also, the shifts in 
strategic directions under the various 
sectors reflect the recent successor 
sector strategies and action plans 
which in the case of the tourism sector 
is articulated in the new TSS.  
	  

38. Thailand informed the meeting 
that there will a gastronomy event as 
part of the ATF 2018 as an example of 
the linkage with the agriculture sector. 
 

 

Agenda Item 9 
2018	  GMS	  Tourism	  Workplan 
 

39. Mr. Thraenhart presented the status of activities under the 2017 work plan 
which is largely completed except for the still pending MTCO legal status. An intern 
from Finland is expected to be on board in early 2018. With regard to the 2018 work 
plan (copy in Appendix 10), he requested TWG to review this carefully and provide 
inputs to MTCO before the end of the year so that it could be finalized and circulated to 
TWG by early next year. 
 
 
 

Decision/Reqiured Follow-up Action 
 
Action: TWG to provide comments/inputs to MTCO on proposed 2018 GMS 
Tourism Workplan before 31 December 2017. 
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40. Mr. Thraenhart also presented a financial analysis of the expenditures, 
revenues and assets of MTCO covering 2011-2017 (copy in Appendix 11). He noted 
that assets have been shrinking and now fairly low, and MTCO runs the risk of running 
out of money next year. Expenses have gone down because MTCO is leveraging on 
platforms and not increasing its expenditures at the level that would be required. The 
2017 TWG budget covering operations, industry, marketing, product, and training 
amount to $180,000 excluding salaries. Salaries have not been increased, and there is 
not much room for office expenses.TWG is also facing the risk of hacking of the MTCO 
website due to lacking budget to hire a web master. Notwithstanding the financial 
constraints, public-private partnership projects such as Mekong Moments, Mekong Mini 
Movie Festival campaign, Mekong Trends, Experience Mekong Collection, and 
Experience Mekong Collection Showcases are giving due cognizance of the rising 
wealth of Asia and the big opportunity to leverage this trend for regional travel. 
 
Open Discussion: 
 

41. In response to Myanmar’s query about the timeline for the activities in the 2018 
work plan, Mr. Thraenhart said that the plan covers the whole year and that MTCO 
could prepare a diagram that would reflect this information. 

42. Chair noted that TWG appreciates the 2018 work plan but requests MTCO to 
provide more information about the planned activities to guide TWG in deciding how to 
move forward at the next meeting particularly with regard to the budget requirements to 
support its implementation. He requested each country to provide comments. 
 

43. Mr. Thraenhart noted that some countries have indicated that any increase in 
country contribution could be possible only in 2019, not in 2018.  Looking at the 2018 
work plan, and given the reality of MTCO’s financial situation, TWG would need to 
scale down MTCO operations and treat it only as a secretariat to TWG. 
 

44. ADB noted that the activities could be prioritized in terms of what the country 
contributions could immediately support and what items require funding so that 
additional resources could be mobilized. 

45. Lao PDR agreed with ADB’s suggestion and proposed that other development 
partners besides ADB be encouraged to support the implementation of some activities. 

46. Thailand supported the views of ADB and Lao PDR, but is currently concerned 
about the legal status of MTCO to be discussed at the Board meeting the following day. 
 

47. Viet Nam agreed that the activities should be the focus of TWG’s work plan in 
the context of mobilizing resources from other sources. 
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Decision/Reqiured Follow-up Action 
 
Action: MTCO to align the 2018 workplan to (i) identify activities that could be 
immediately supported through the country contributions and those that require 
mobilization of funding from other sources. 

 

Agenda Item 10 
GMS	  Tourism	  Task	  Forces	  
 

48. Mr. Thraenhart presented a concept of developing task forces to assist in 
supporting initiatives under the TSS and TWG work plan and to serve as multi-
disciplinary platform covering sub-regional marketing and promotion, and development 
coordination and statistics, and requested TWG to provide comments (copy of concept 
is in Appendix 12). 

49. The Meeting agreed to submit nominations of task force members to MTCO by 
mid-January 2018.	  
	  
	  

Decision/Reqiured Follow-up Action 
 
Action: TWG members to submit nominations of their respective task force 
members to MTCO by mid-January 2018. 
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Agenda Item 11 
2018	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Forum	  and	  TWG-‐41	  Meeting	  	  

50. Thailand presented the concept of the TWG-41 Meeting and 2018 Mekong 
Tourism Forum to be organized in Nhakom Phanom on 25-29 June 2018 with the 
theme “Transforming Travel – Transforming Lives” (copy in Appendix 13).  

Agenda Item 12 
Mekong	  Trends	  	  

51. Mr. Jameson Wong, Director of Business Development – APAC of research 
firm ForwardKeys, presented international traveler trends to the GMS covering 2015 to 
2017 and forward looking to 2018 (copy in Appendix 14). Overall, international travels 
to the GMS saw a stable increase and is predicted to grow significantly.  

Agenda Item 13 
Greater	  Mekong	  Subregion	  Tourism	  Infrastructure	  for	  Inclusive	  
Growth	  Project	  

52. The following countries participating in the ADB-financed Project presented 
their respective status reports (copies in Appendix 15) as follows. 

53. Cambodia (Project Coordination Unit – Ministry of Tourism) presented their 
detailed progress report. Time elapsed since loan effectiveness is 52%, and overall 
implementation progress is at 45%. As of 30 September 2017, utilization of funds stood 
at $2.1 M out of estimated disbursement of almost the same amount. After some initial 
delays, activities are proceeding for project outputs involving bidding of contracts and 
construction, and capacity building on ASEAN hospitality standard, MSE development, 
heritage conservation and marketing, and master of trainer in ASEAN tourism 
standard. Focus is shifting more towards implementation of activities with local 
beneficiaries while continuing to deliver capacity building and awareness raising. For 
2018, activities under the 4 project outputs would proceed including procurement of 
work contracts, MSE and marketing activities, awareness raising activities, capacity 
building of PIUs and DMOs on project delivery, and support on ASEAN Tourism 
Standard. 

54. Lao PDR (Project Coordination Unit – Ministry of Information, Culture and 
Tourism) presented their detailed progress report for the period July-September 2017. 
Time elapsed since grant effectiveness is 55%, with weighted progress of 
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implementation of 42.95% and disbursement to date of 14.1%. Although activity 
implementation for some components are on track, PIUs report issues related to low 
capacity in understanding how to implement certain activities and administrative 
procedures. Project progress by weighted activity is 42.95%. Lao PDR shared some 
challenges and lessons learned including challenges posed by having large number of 
activities over multiple sites and locations in the annual work plans, lack of ownership 
of the plans by destination management networks, need for stronger coordination of 
marketing efforts of the provinces covered and concerted marketing program for the 
entire country which the Tourism Marketing Strategy would address, and the value of 
training of trainers as an important first step in building local capacity to conduct 
Heritage Guide Trainings including editing and translation of materials and 
presentations. 

55. Viet Nam (Project Coordination Unit – Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism) 
reported that main consulting packages for project management, civil engineering and 
capacity building support, external auditor, and construction supervision support have 
been completed. Although there was a delay in receipt of ODA Allocation Plan, the 
project is now accelerating through maximum mobilization of international and national 
experts from the consulting firm. About 20% of total software activities have been 
conducted, and TORs for remaining activities to be conducted in 2018 and 2019 have 
been prepared. There has been progress in preparing required construction design and 
bidding documents for subprojects in target locations. A total of 14 person months 
(55%) of international specialists and 220 person months (54%) of national specialists 
have been mobilized. As of December 2017, cumulative contract awards reached 
$8.05 M, while cumulative disbursements reached $4.42 M. Work plan for 2018 
includes completion of contract awarding for remaining 8 construction packages and 
40% of all construction works, improvement of environmental services in cross border 
tourism centers, acceleration of software activities, and effective project implementation 
management.  
	  

Open Discussion: 
	  

56. Chair noted that Myanmar is postponing participation in the proposed second 
phase of this ADB-supported project but just the same inquired whether they could still 
be included eventually. Ms. Concepcion responded that this matter could be taken up 
in consultation with the ADB Myanmar Resident Mission for possible inclusion in the 
ADB country programming with the Government of Myanmar, which is conducted 
annually. 
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Agenda Item 14 
Partner	  Updates	  	  
	  

14.1 Update on MIST (Mekong Innovative Startups in Tourism) 
Program 

57. Mr. Thraenhart recalled that the concept of the MIST was started at the 2016 
Mekong Tourism Forum. Mr. Dominique Melor, ADB, explained the mechanics and 
gave examples of links with start-ups such as the one that connects Malaysian tourists 
with Luang Prabang tourism entrepreneurs for specific needs.   

	  
14.2 Update from the Hans Seidel Foundation 

58. Representative of the foundation said that they have been supporting Myanmar 
on their sustainable tourism policies. They are looking at the tourism planning process 
to support MOHT to ensure that the communities have inputs in the tourism planning 
process. They are launching in December 2017 a new version of Dos and Don’ts of 
tourism, comics strips (similar to that done in the other GMS countries) to emphasize 
responsibility on the side of travelers, given the varying cultural and religious 
differences, dialogue between visitors and local people as well. On community based 
tourism, Myanmar has learned a lot from the GMS on this, and guidelines and 
standards are implemented. 

59. Copies of the updates are in Appendix 16. 

Agenda Item 15 
Other	  Matters	  and	  Closing	  	  
	  

60. No other matter was discussed.  

61. In closing, the Chair thanked all the participants for their active participation in 
the meeting. 
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Opening	  Remarks	  at	  40th	  Meeting	  of	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  

by H.E. the Union Minister, U Ohn Maung,  

Ministry of Hotels and Tourism 

on 4th December, 2017 at Inya Lake Hotel, Yangon 

Distinguished GMS Delegates, Representatives from Development Partners, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good Morning and Mingala Bar! 

I would like to emphasize that the Greater Mekong Sub-region is well endowed with 
abundant natural and cultural resources. Our sub-region possesses World Heritage 
Sites and many pristine environments with the iconic Mekong River at the heart of the 
region.  As a result, we, the member countries can see many opportunities to improve 
our competitiveness and achieve our tourism goals. 

In recognition of the importance of the Greater Mekong sub-region tourism 
cooperation, let me highlight tourism cooperation of Myanmar with our member 
countries. Myanmar has actively participated in the sub-regional tourism cooperation 
which has been included as a flagship programme in the GMS Economic Cooperation 
Programme since its inception in 1992. We had also been in close cooperation with 
the sub-regional member countries in implementing common strategic issues of 10-
year GMS Tourism Sector Strategy as the Strategy aims to enhance tourism’s 
contribution to the Millennium Development Goals and GMS vision of an integrated, 
prosperous, and harmonious sub-region.Myanmar sincerely appreciates that the 
assistance provided by ADB and other key development partners to support the 
implementation of priority programs and projects of previous plan (2005-2015) in the 
GMS Tourism Sector and look forward to the continued support in the future. 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This year 2017 is the 25th Anniversary of the GMS Economic Cooperation Program 
and GMS tourism sector adopted GMS Tourism Sector Strategy (2016-2025) and 
congratulate GMS TWG members, Asian Development Bank  and MTCO for preparing 
its new 10 years GMS Tourism Sector Strategy. This 10 year strategy will guide 
cooperation between GMS NTOs and other tourism industry stakeholder.  

As you are aware, to enhance multi-sector coordination, increase development 
effectiveness, and better align with institutional structure of GMS National Tourism 
Organizations, the five priority programmes set out in the strategy (i) human resource 
development, (ii) improve tourism infrastructure, (iii) enhance visitor experiences and 
services, (iv) creative marketing and promotion and (v) facilitate regional travel. These 
programmes are harmonized with the national tourism plans of GMS member 
countries, the GMS Strategic Framework (2012-2022) and its vision of an integrated, 
prosperous and equitable subregion. 
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I recognize the effort of GMS Officials and MTCO for the progress towards formal 
establishment of the Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office (MTCO) as an 
intergovernmental organization. I congratulate Laos PDR and MTCO for successful 
organizing Mekong Tourism Forum 2017 under the theme “Prosper with Purpose” in 
Luang Prabang. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Ministry of Hotels and Tourism takes considerable emphasis on developing and 
managing tourism in a sustainable and responsible way. Quality tourism is one of our 
objectives and Improvement of quality in service and aggressive implementation of 
promotion and marketing are key factors to gain growth in international tourist arrivals. 
To attract more International visitors, the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism is planning to 
boost marine and nature based tourism in the coastal region around Myeik 
Archipelago of 800 pristine islands, which lies in the Andaman Sea of the coast of 
southernmost Myanmar. Additionally, community based tourism is being implemented 
in the rural  areas of  several states and regions  which is aimed at earning income for 
local residents by attracting tourists to visit and study the fascinating nature.   
 
 The number of inbound tourists to Myanmar was 2.9 million in 2016. In 2017, 
we have had a 22% increase and the number was 2.27 million from January to August 
compared with the same period of last year. When we look at the industry, the growth 
is steady because the competent authorities and the Myanmar Tourism Federation 
(MTF) have taken measures cooperating as public-private-partnership. 
 
Currently, Ministry of Hotels and Tourism is exerting efforts to collaborate with private 
sector in promoting the country’s tourism for the development of the levels of financial 
status, human resource and infrastructure. Transport infrastructures, lodging facilities, 
human resources and safety and security for international visitors in tourism sites play 
the vital role for attracting more foreign visitors to visit our country’s rich culture and 
ancient historical heritage. 
 
In conclusion, we can say that GMS tourism has now reached to a new level of 
development. We will endeavour to further enhance the development of tourism in 
close cooperation with sub-regional member countries, private sector and 
development partners including ADB. I strongly believe the benefits of the 
development of our tourism sector will be spread across the region and contribute 
significantly to the socio-economic development of the sub-region. I am also 
confident that we can come together in a new sub-regionwide effort to catch up the 
sustainable development goals and the best ever for tourism in the GMS.   

I wish this meeting a great success, fruitful discussions and productive outcomes by 
the active participation of delegates. Thank you very much. 

 

************************ 
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Opening	  Remarks	  at	  40th	  Meeting	  of	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  

by the Director General, U Tint Thwin,  

Directorate of Hotels and Tourism, Ministry of Hotels and Tourism  

on 4th December, 2017 at Inya Lake Hotel, Yangon 

 

Honorable delegates from the GMS member countries, Asian Development Bank, 
Mekong Tourism Coordination Office, Regional Tourism Organizations, our colleague 
Development Partners and distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen! 

Good Morning! 

It is a great privilege for me to warmly welcome all of you to the Commercial City of 
Myanmar, Yangon. First of all, I would like to reveal my heartiest thanks for your 
passion of presence to this 40thGMS Tourism Working Group Meeting held in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I am really delighted to have an opportunity to meet with my colleagues 
from the intra and inter regional tourism organizations. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As all of us have already known that, GMS Tourism Working Group Meeting has been 
held in rotation according to the alphabetical basis. Myanmar hosted the 22nd GMS 
TWG Meeting in 2008 in Nay Pyi Taw, 28thGMS TWG Meeting in 2011 in Bagan and 
33rd GMS TWG Meeting in 2014 in Mandalay. Now, we have a great opportunity to 
hold it again 40th Greater Mekong Sub-region Tourism Working Group Meetings and 
related meetings. 

In tourism sector, 2017 was a greatmilestone and there had important activities like 
Visit asean@50 golden celebration activities, ASEAN-China year of Cooperation, 25th 
Anniversary of the GMS Economic Cooperation Program and got fruitful results for the 
GMS Cooperation like the GMS Strategic Framework mid-term review and GMS 
ministers endorsed a five years action plan framework that includes $64 billion 
projectsto help the sub-region achieve inclusive growth and sustainable development. 
The final draft of 10 Year Tourism Sector Strategy 2016-2025 was introduced in 
Mekong Tourism Forum 2017 at Luang Prabang, Laos PDR and endorsed at the 
22ndGMS ministerialconference in Hanoi, Viet Nam. I do hope that in this40th GMS 
TWG meeting, by the open discussions of all of you, can find ways how to implement 
this 10 years tourism sector strategyby the closed coordination among NTOs, 
Development Partners and Private Sectors. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

At this auspicious occasion, on behalf of the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism; the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar, I would like to thank GMS NTOs for your valued 
effort on coordination and cooperation, ADB for financial support, ASEAN Korea 
Center, ASEAN Japan Center, our colleague development partners GIZ, Lux Dev, 
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Swiss Contact, World Bank, Mekong Institute for your strong strategic support. I do 
hope that your participation and continuous support will be invaluable contribution for 
fruitful and productive outcomes of the meeting for the long run. 

Finally, I wish the GMS Tourism Working Group Meeting success and announce the 
opening of the 40thTourism Working Group Meeting from now on. 

 

********************************* 
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Opening	  Remarks	  at	  40th	  Meeting	  of	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  

by Ms. Rhodora B. Concepcion 

Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB Thailand Resident Mission 

on 4th December, 2017 at Inya Lake Hotel, Yangon 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Good Morning. 

I am pleased to join you at this 40th Meeting of TWG, representing ADB. My colleague, 
Steven Schipani, has asked me to convey to you his sincere apologies for being 
unable to come due to urgent matters he needed to attend to. However, he looks 
forward to seeing you all again at the next meeting. 

I have heard of so many good things about GMS cooperation in the Tourism sector 
and its positive contributions to the subregion’s continued economic growth and 
regional integration. In this regard, I wish to congratulate the Tourism Working Group 
and the Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office for the positive findings on the Tourism 
sector’s performance arising from the Mid-Term Review of the GMS Strategic 
Framework (MTR-SF II). I will be discussing this in detail in a separate agenda item. 

Congratulations also to TWG and MTCO for organizing the highly successful 2017 
Mekong Tourism Forum hosted by Lao PDR in June 2017 with ADB support. The 
MTF’s unique and experiential format attracted some 400 travel and tourism industry 
professionals, government officials, members of civil society organizations and the 
media to promote competitive, inclusive and sustainable tourism. We are pleased with 
the outcome of the inaugural Mekong Innovative Startup Tourism Investor Showcase 
(MIST) jointly organized by MTCO and the Mekong Business Initiative funded by the 
Government of Australia and ADB. The event drew in more than 125 business leaders, 
investors, and government officials and, among other awards, recognized a travel tech 
startup from Myanmar as Best in Show from among 24 tourism startups selected from 
250 applicants.  

ADB is also pleased to have provided technical assistance for the strengthening of 
MTCO which has shown impressive results as evidenced by a number of international 
awards it has recently received for its enhanced website.  

We note the growing inter-sectoral linkages, for example between the Tourism and 
Agriculture sectors, as shown in the agro-tourism activities featured at the 2nd GMS 
Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting in September 2017, and the expanding tie-ups with the 
GMS travel and tourism industry. This is well in line with the thrusts emphasized by the 
MTR. 

Most importantly, ADB wishes to congratulate TWG and MTCO for completing the 
new GMS Tourism Sector Strategy and Action Plan 2016-2025 that was endorsed by 
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the GMS Ministers at the 22nd Ministerial Conference held in September 2017 in Ha 
Noi. These accomplishments have been highlighted in the Ministers’ Joint Statement. 
ADB looks forward to the successful implementation of the Strategy and Action Plan 
moving forward and the mobilization of resources to finance the priority investment 
and technical assistance projects outlined for the Tourism sector in the Regional 
Investment Framework 2022. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As the GMS Program prepares for the 6th GMS Summit to be held in Viet Nam in 
March 2018, these achievements of the Tourism sector will be reported to the GMS 
Leaders. Besides these, there are strong expectations that the protracted 
consultations towards formalizing the Agreement to Establish the MTCO as an inter-
governmental organization would soon be concluded leading to its signing either at 
the 6th Summit or at a separate GMS Tourism Ministers’ Meeting in 2018. ADB looks 
forward to a definitive decision on this matter at tomorrow’s closed meeting of the 
MTCO Board, for subsequent reporting to the GMS Senior Officials and eventually to 
the GMS Leaders. 

Another urgent item requiring our attention and consideration is the next step to take 
with regard to the position of MTCO Executive Director whose term will end in July 
2018. 

We do have important matters to discuss in the next two days that have very 
significant bearings on the directions, the pace, and the demands of our cooperation 
in this important sector. With the active participation of all of us, we are confident that 
we will have a productive and cordial dialogue ahead of us. I wish to affirm ADB’s 
continued support as we move along. 

Thank you very much.  
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TWG	  40th	  Opening	  Speech	  

By Jens Thraenhart  

Executive Director, Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office 

40TH MEETING OF THE GMS TOURISM WORKING GROUP 

December 4th, 2017, Yangon, Myanmar 

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

- HE Mr. Tint Thwin, Director General of the Myanmar Ministry of Hotels and 
Tourism 

- Heads of Delegation of the GMS Member Countries 
- Ms. Rhodora Concepcion, Senior Regional Cooperation Management 

Specialist, Asian Development Bank 
- Distinguished Delegates of the GMS Member Countries, 
- Representative from development partners, 
- Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Mingalabar and good morning to all of you. On behalf of the Mekong Tourism 
Coordinating Office, I would like to thank the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism of the 
Union of Myanmar for their warm welcome, gracious hospitality, and excellent 
arrangements provided to us here at the 40th GMS Tourism Working Group in Yangon. 
Personally, it is always a pleasure visiting Myanmar. I have had the opportunity to visit 
many destination is Myanmar over the years, and I am always amazed by the beauty 
of the country and graciousness of the Myanmar people.  

Over the few years, Myanmar has become a growing tourism destination, and has 
been recognized by the media as one of the most fascinating places to visit.  

Tourism is a strong driving force for socio-economic development in the Greater 
Mekong Subregion that has benefited all of our countries. Indeed, while Southeast 
Asia is the fastest growing tourism region in the world (+6%), the Greater Mekong 
Subregion is the fastest growing sub region in Asia in 2017 and this growth is 
expected to continue. Over the past three years, we have embarked on an ambitious 
strategy, reflected in the GMS TWG Workplan, to position the Mekong Subregion as a 
single tourism destination, driving inclusive growth and poverty alleviation, by 
promoting multi-country travel and secondary destinations in a responsible way. 

We have changed how MTCO is operating just three years - both internally, but more 
importantly, externally in how we engage with industry via digital means, and aligned 
to the new Experience Mekong Tourism Marketing Strategy & Action Plan 2015-2020, 
as well as the recently launched GMS Tourism Sector Strategy 2016-2025. 
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In the past three years, together we have focused on developing a foundation for 
execution and collaboration, from launching an award-winning digital platform to invite 
content contributors and an e-library that functions as a repository of documents 
related to the GMS and Travel and Tourism. We developed the  Mekong Tourism 
Forum into a platform for organizations to produce forums for debate and networking 
such as the Mekong Tourism Investment Summit, the Mekong Tourism Digital Boot 
Camp, and for the first time the Mekong Food Tourism Summit, as a few examples. 
Finally, as a major milestone, TWG agreed in moving forward to seek establishment as 
an international governmental organization of the MTCO. Other projects and initiatives 
are ready to be launched and implemented, leveraging our powerful digital platform 
and marketing strategy. 

As mentioned, we also recently launched the next 10-year GMS Tourism Sector 
Strategy 2016-2026, to meet the demands of a changing consumer scape from the 
importance of the internet and social media, the sharing economy and traveler’s 
desires to have truly local experiences, to increased air and land connectivity, visa 
openness, and increased tourist arrivals to destinations that either were not accessible 
or not on the radar by international mainstream tourists. The development of the next 
ten-year strategy could not come at a more relevant time.  

As we have a full agenda, I want to close by thanking all of you by giving the MTCO 
team and me your confidence in assisting to execute the GMS TWG workplans over 
the past to years, and represent the GMS in tourism-related matters. It has been a true 
honor and pleasure to be of service. 

 

Thank you very much! 
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40th MEETING OF THE GMS TOURISM WORKING GROUP 
09:00 – 18:00 hrs, Monday 04 December 2017 

Yangon, Myanmar  
PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 
Agenda Item 1 

 
09.00 – 09.30 

Official Speech by HE U Ohn Maung, Union Minister, Ministry of Hotels and Tourism  
Opening Remarks 

Ø Remarks from Asian Development Bank 
Ø Remarks from Executive Director, Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office 

Group photo 
9.30 – 10.00 Break  (Private Meeting with Heads of Delegation and Union Minister of MoHT) 

Agenda Item 2 
10:00  - 10:05 

Welcome Remarks by Director General of MoHT 

Agenda Item 3 
 

10.05 – 10.10 

Adoption of Agenda 
Ø Chair 

Business Arrangements 
Ø    MoHT 

Agenda Item 4 
 

10.10 – 10.20 

Report and follow-up of the 39th GMS Tourism Working Group Meeting 
Ø Lao PDR: Briefing on the outcomes of the 39th GMS TWG Meeting and the 2017 

Mekong Tourism Forum held in June in Luang Prabang, Lao PDR 
Agenda Item 5 

 
10.20 – 11.20 

GMS Country Reports (10 Minutes for each NTO to give an update on key activities) 
Ø Cambodia 
Ø PR China 
Ø Myanmar 
Ø Lao PDR 
Ø Thailand 
Ø Viet Nam 

11.20 – 11.40 Break  
Agenda Item 6 

 
11.40 – 12.30 

Implementation of the GMS Tourism Marketing Strategy 2015–2020 
Ø MTCO: Executive Director will inform the meeting on the progress of projects, activities and events 

and will give a progress report on the 2017 GMS TWG Workplan.  
Ø Myanmar: Briefing on the Buddhist Trail Project 
Ø Thailand: Update on Southern Tourism Corridor Meeting 
Ø Viet Nam: Update on East West Economic Corridor Meeting 
Ø Cambodia: Update on Tiger Re-Introduction Workshop 
Ø All: Open Discussion on join marketing progress, issues, and solutions 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 
Agenda Item 7 

 
13.30 – 14.00 

Statistics Harmonization in the GMS 
Ø MTCO: Executive Director will update the 2016 GMS Tourism Performance Scorecard 
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Ø Cambodia: Update on the planned 2018 Data Harmonization Workshop 
Ø Partner: WTTC/Griffith University (Australia) will present the Sustainable Tourism 

Dashboard (either via Video Conference Call or presented by MTCO) 
Ø All: Open Discussion on joint marketing progress, issues, and solutions 

Agenda Item 8 
 

14.00 – 14.20 

22nd GMS Ministerial Conference & 2nd GMS Agriculture Ministerial Conference 
Ø ADB: Report on the 22nd GMS Ministers Conference in Ha Noi, Viet Nam in September 

2017 and the endorsement of the new GMS Tourism Sector Strategy 2016-2025, as 
well as the 2nd GMS Agriculture Ministers Conference in Siem Reap, Cambodia in 
September 2017 

Agenda Item 9 
 

14.20 – 14.30 

2018 GMS Tourism Workplan 
Ø MTCO: Presentation of the 2018 GMS Tourism Workplan 
Ø All: Discussion 

Agenda Item 10 
 

14.30 – 14.45 

GMS Tourism Task Forces 
Ø MTCO: Presentation of the new (1) Statistics & Development and (2) Marketing GMS 

Tourism Task Forces to strengthen the institutional effectiveness of the MTCO and NTO 
coordination. 

Ø All: Discussion 
Agenda Item 11 

 
14.45 – 15.00 

2018 Mekong Tourism Forum & GMS TWG-41 Meeting 
Ø Thailand: Briefing on the planning of the 2018 Mekong Tourism Forum & TWG-41 

15.00 – 15.30 Break 
Agenda Item 12 

 
15.30 – 16.00 

Mekong Trends 
Ø Partner: Forward Keys will present latest stats on GMS Tourism 

Agenda Item 13 
 

16.00 – 17.00 

Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth Project  
Cambodia, the Lao PDR and Viet Nam will give an update on progress made and key issues  

Ø Cambodia (Project Coordination Unit - Ministry of Tourism) 
Ø Lao PDR (Project Coordination Unit - Ministry of Information, Culture, and Tourism) 
Ø Viet Nam (Project Coordination Unit – Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism) 

Agenda Item 14 
 

17.00 – 17.30 

Partner Updates 
Ø ADB: Update on MIST (Mekong Innovative Startups in Tourism) 
Ø Development Partners: GIZ, Swisscontact, LuxDev, IFC, Hans Seidel Foundation 

Agenda Item 15 
 

17.30 – 18.00 

Other Matters & Closing 
Ø All: Discussion 
Ø Chair: Closing Remarks & Thank You 

18.00 – 19.00 Break 
19.00 – 21.30 Welcome Dinner hosted by the Minister of Hotels and Tourism (MOHT) at Inya Lake Hotel 
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Update: 2-Dec-17         

GMS  
Country Name Organization Position Address Tel Fax Mobile Email Back up email 

Cambodia Dr. Thong Khon 

Tourism 
Development 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Minister 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

        		

Cambodia Mr. Tith Chantha 

Tourism 
Development 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Secretary of 
State (Vice 
Minister) 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

        		

Cambodia H.E In Theoun 

Tourism 
Development 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Director 
General of 

Development 
Planning and 
International 
Cooperation 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

      int888int@gmail.com	 		

Cambodia Mr. Sok Sokun 

Tourism 
Development 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Vice Director 
General of 

Development 
Planning and 
International 
Cooperation 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

+855 23 884 
993  

  +855 12 880 576   ssokun@gmail.com	

Cambodia Mr. Yin Nat 

Tourism 
Development 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Director of 
Tourism 

Investment 
Department 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

    +855 77 978838 yinnat79@gmail.com   

Cambodia Mr. Men Phearum 

Regional ASEAN 
Tourism 

Department. Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) 

Director of 
Planning 
Tourism 

Development 
Department 

c/o Block 3A, 
Street 169 Sangkat 
Val Vong, Khan 7 
Makara, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

+855 23 884 
993  

  +855 17 653 654 men_phearom@yahoo.com    

China 
(CNTA) 

Mr. Li Jinzao 

China National 
Tourism 

Administration 
(CNTA)  

Chairman 

No. 9A 
Jianguomennei 
Avenue, Beijing 
100740 China  

          

China 
(CNTA) 

Mr. Li Shihong 

China National 
Tourism 

Administration 
(CNTA)  

Vice Chairman 

No. 9A 
Jianguomennei 
Avenue, Beijing 
100740 China  

+86-10-
65201181 / 

+86-10-
65121500 

    czwang@cnta.gov.cn   

China 
(CNTA) 

Mr. Wu Kefeng 

Planning & Finance 
Department,China 
National Tourism 

Administration 
(CNTA) 

Deputy Director 
General 

No. 9A 
Jianguomennei 
Avenue, Beijing 
100740 China  

+86-10-
65201552 

+86-10-
65201500 

 

shmzhang@cnta.gov.cn   

China 
(CNTA) 

Mr. Zhang Xikuan 

China National 
Tourism 

Administration 
(CNTA) 

Resource 
Utilization 
Division 

No. 9A 
Jianguomennei 
Avenue, Beijing 
100740 China  

+86-10-
65201504 

+86-10-
65201500 

+86 13718180976 zhangxikuan@hotmail.com	 2541306@qq.com  

China 
(CNTA) 

Ms. He Yan 

Planning & Finance 
Department,China 
National Tourism 

Administration 
(CNTA) 

Resource 
Utilization 
Division 

No. 9A 
Jianguomennei 
Avenue, Beijing 
100740 China  

+86-10-
65201532 

+86-10-
65201500 

+86 132 4149 
1262   

yhe@cnta.gov.cn	   

China 
(Yunnan) 

Mr. Yu Fan  

Yunnan Provincial 
Tourism 

Development 
Commission 

Director 
General 

No.678,Dianchi 
Road,Kunming 

650200,Yunnan, 
PRC 

+86 871 
64608365 

+86 871 
64608311 

    156100916@qq.com 

China 
(Yunnan) 

Ms. Li Yan (Lisa) 

Yunnan Provincial 
Tourism 

Development 
Commission 

Deputy Director 

No.678,Dianchi 
Road,Kunming 

650200,Yunnan, 
PRC 

+86 871 
64608307/    
+86 871 

64608303 

+86 871 
64608307/    
+86 871 

64608307           

 +86 131 1871 
7427 

   156100916@qq.com 

China 
(Guangxi) 

Ms. Liao Wenjing 

Marketing and 
Promotion Division, 
Guangxi Tourism 

Development 
Commission. 

Section Chief  

No.24,Jinhu 
Nanlu, Nanning 

City,Guangxi 
Tourism 

Development 
Commission,, 

Guangxi ,China 
530022 

+86 771 
5530513 

+86 771 
5529709 

+86 189 7719 
6309   

laliza1@163.com   

Lao PDR 
Prof. Dr. Bosengkham 

Vongdara 

Ministry of 
Information, Culture 

and Tourism Lao 
PDR 

Minister 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

      		   

Lao PDR 
Mr. Bouangeun 

Xaphuvong 

Ministry of 
Information, Culture 

and Tourism Lao 
PDR 

Vice Minister 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

      		   

Lao PDR 
Mr. Ounethuoang 

Khaophanh 

Ministry of 
Information, Culture 

and Tourism Lao 
PDR 

Vice Minister 
(In charge of 

Tourism) 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

          

Lao PDR Mr.Sounh Manivong 

Tourism Marketing 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Lao PDR 

Director 
General 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

      sounhmv@yahoo.com			   

Lao PDR Dr. Aloun Bounmixay 

Tourism Marketing 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Lao PDR 

Director 
General 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

      		   

Lao PDR Mr.Thaviphet Oula 

Tourism Marketing 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Lao PDR 

Deputy Director 
General 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

+856 21 
212769 

+856 21 
217910 

  thaviphet@yahoo.com   

Lao PDR 
Mrs. Phonemaly 

Inthaphome 

Tourism 
Development 
Department. 

Department of GMS 
Coordinator. Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Lao PDR 

Deputy Director 
General 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

    856 20 22226810 phonemalylily0901@hotmail.com	   

Lao PDR Mr.Somxay Sipaseuth 

Tourism Planning 
and Development 
Division, Tourism 

Development 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Director 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

+856 21 
212251 

+856 21 
217910 

+856 20 55807138 somxays@hotmail.com		 somxays777@gmail.com	

Lao PDR 
Mrs. Champhone 

Vongsa 

Tourism Planning 
and Development 
Division, Tourism 

Development 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Deputy Director 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

    856 20 22227473 champhonejui@yahoo.com	 		
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Lao PDR Ms. Phonemany 
Soukhathammavong 

Tourism Planning 
and Development 
Division, Tourism 

Development 
Department, Ministry 

of Information, 
Culture and Tourism 

Deputy Director 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

    +856 20 23669662 phonemany_s@yahoo.com	 phonemany.s@gmail.com	

Lao PDR Ms. Chanthanongzin 
Razmountry 

Tourism Planning 
and Development. 
Division of GMS 

Coordinator, Ministry 
of Information, 

Culture and Tourism 
Lao PDR 

Technical 
Official 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

+856 21 
212769 

+856 21 
217910 +856 20 23668662 chanthanongsin.mime@gmail.com 

For statistics report: 
Sophabsomsouk@gmail.com / 

Ssisava@yahoo.com / 
Xaynalong2003@yahoo.com / 

luck.mathmanivong@gmail.com 

Lao PDR Ms. Phuangvanh 
Houngthachack 

Tourism Planning 
and Development. 
Division of GMS 

Coordinator, Ministry 
of Information, 

Culture and Tourism 
Lao PDR 

Technical 
Official 

Lanexang Avenue, 
PO Box 3556, 

Vientiane Capital 
Lao P.D.R 

+856 21 
212769 

+856 21 
217910 +856 20 55567089 phuangvanh_99@hotmail.com   

Myanmar Mr. U Ohn Maung 
Ministry of Hotels 

and Tourism 
Myanmar 

Minister 
Office No.33, Nay 

Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

          

Myanmar Mr. U Ye Mon 
Ministry of Hotels 

and Tourism 
Myanmar 

Permanent 
Secretary 

Office No.33, Nay 
Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

          

Myanmar Mr. U Tint Thwin 

Directorate of Hotels 
and Tourism, 

Ministry of Hotels 
and Tourism 

Director 
General 

Office No.33, Nay 
Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

+95 67 
406078 

+95 67 
406079       

Myanmar Ms. Khaing Mee Mee 
Htun 

International and 
Regional 

Cooperation 
Department,  

Directorate of Hotels 
and Tourism, 

Ministry of Hotels 
and Tourism 

Director 
Office No.33, Nay 

Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

+95 67 
406248 

+95 67 
406104    irc.dht.moht@gmail.com   dg.dht.moht@gmail.com	

Myanmar Mr. Kyaw Swar Win 

International and 
Regional 

Cooperation 
Department,  

Directorate of Hotels 
and Tourism, 

Ministry of Hotels 
and Tourism 

Assistant 
Director 

Office No.33, Nay 
Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

+95 67 
406248-9 

+95 67 
406104   irc.dht.moht@gmail.com     

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Mr. Weerasak 
Kowsurat 

Ministry of Tourism 
and Sports, Thailand Minister 

c/o 4 Rajadamnern 
Nok Rd., Bangkok 

10100 Thailand  
          

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Mr. Pongpanu 
Svetarunda 

Ministry of Tourism 
and Sports, Thailand 

Permanent 
Secretary 

c/o 4 Rajadamnern 
Nok Rd., Bangkok 

10100 Thailand  
      		 		

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Dr. Jiraporn 
Prommaha 

International Affairs 
Division. Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports 

(MoTS) 

Director of 
International 

Affairs Division 

c/o 4 Rajadamnern 
Nok Rd., Bangkok 

10100 Thailand  

+662 283 
1500 ext 

1666 

+662 356 
0652 +660 81 922 5321 mots.gina@gmail.com	 gina99.mots@gmail.com	

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Ms. Janjiraporn 
Piboonthiti 

International Affairs 
Division. Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports 

(MoTS) 

International 
Affairs Officer 

c/o 4 Rajadamnern 
Nok Rd., Bangkok 

10100 Thailand  

+662 356 
0695 

+662 356 
0652   asean.mots@gmail.com   

Thailand 
(MOTS) Mr. Tewin Srihakun 

International Affairs 
Division. Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports 

(MoTS) 

Foreign 
Relation Officer 

c/o 4 Rajadamnern 
Nok Rd., Bangkok 

10100 Thailand  

+662 356 
0695 

+662 356 
0652   asean.mots@gmail.com   

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Mr. Pongsakorn 
Rudravanija 

International Affairs 
Division. Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports 

(MoTS) 

Tourism 
Development 

Officer 
            

Thailand 
(MOTS) 

Ms. Vimalin 
Preuksanupong 

International Affairs 
Division. Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports 

(MoTS) 

Tourism 
Development 

Officer 
            

Thailand 
(DOT) 

Mr. Anan 
Wongbenjarat 

Department of 
Tourism, Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports, 

Thailand 

Director 
General 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

      anan_w@tourism.go.th   

Thailand 
(DOT)  

Ms. Ubolwan 
Sucharitakul (Aor) 

Tourism 
Professional 
Development 

Division, 
Department of 

Tourism, Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports, 

Thailand 

Director 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

+66 2219 
4024 

+66 2216 
6658   intl.cooperation@tourism.go.th aors11@yahoo.com		

Thailand 
(DOT) 

Mrs. Patthanasiri 
Salyasiri Ewtoksan 

(Pu) 

International 
Tourism 

Cooperation 
Section, Department 
of Tourism, Ministry 

of Tourism and 
Sports, Thailand 

Chief 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

+66 2219 
4024 

+66 2216 
6658  +666 3915 5997 intl.cooperation@tourism.go.th pu2311@hotmail.com  

Thailand 
(DOT) 

Ms. Jarunya 
Muangtham (Ja) 

International 
Tourism 

Cooperation 
Section, Department 
of Tourism, Ministry 

of Tourism and 
Sports, Thailand 

Tourism 
Development 

Officer 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

+66 2219 
4024 

+66 2216 
6658   jarunya.m@outlook.com	   

Thailand 
(DOT) 

Ms. Witchanee V. 
Thongsomchit (Tarn) 

International 
Tourism 

Cooperation 
Section, Department 
of Tourism, Ministry 

of Tourism and 
Sports, Thailand 

Tourism 
Development 

Officer - 
Professional 

Level 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

+66 2219 
4024 

+66 2216 
6658 +668 6899 5566 Intl.cooperation@tourism.go.th  

witchanee@hotmail.com / 
p.timwat@outlook.com 

Thailand 
(DOT) Mr. Supicha Homkong 

International 
Tourism 

Cooperation 
Section, Department 
of Tourism, Ministry 

of Tourism and 
Sports, Thailand 

Tourism 
Development 

Officer 

154 Rama 1 Rd., 
Pathumwan, 

Bangkok 10330 
Thailand  

+66 2219 
4024 

+66 2216 
6658       

Thailand 
(TAT) 

Dr. Walailak Noypayak 
(Oy) 

ASEAN South Asia 
and South Pacific 

Region 

Executive 
Director 

1600 Petchaburi 
Road, Makkasan, 

Rathathewi, 
Bangkok 10400, 

Thailand 

+66 2250 
5500 ext 

1207 
    Walailak.noyp@tat.or.th	   
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Thailand 
(TAT) 

Ms. Sriporn 
Bhekanandana (Dear) 

ASEAN South Asia 
and South Pacific 

Marketing 
Cooperation Section 

Deputy 
Executive 
Director 

1600 Petchaburi 
Road, Makkasan, 

Rathathewi, 
Bangkok 10400, 

Thailand 

+66 2250 
5500 ext 

1207 
    sriporn.dear@gmail.com 

woramon.subs@tat.or.th	

Thailand 
(TAT)  

Ms. Natnipa 
Nagavajara (Pim) 

ASEAN South Asia 
and South Pacific 

Marketing 
Cooperation Section 

Chief 

1600 Petchaburi 
Road, Makkasan, 

Rathathewi, 
Bangkok 10400, 

Thailand 

+66 2250 
5500 ext 

1207 
  66815664550 natnipa.naga@tat.or.th	

woramon.subs@tat.or.th	/	
natnipapim@gmail.com		

Thailand 
(TAT)  

Ms.Woramon 
Subsrisunsai (Aim) 

ASEAN South Asia 
and South Pacific 

Marketing 
Cooperation Section 

Marketing 
Officer 

1600 Petchaburi 
Road, Makkasan, 

Rathathewi, 
Bangkok 10400, 

Thailand 

+66 2250 
5500 ext 

1207 
  +668 125 6241 woramon.subs@tat.or.th 

woramon.subs@tat.or.th	

Thailand 
(NESDB) 

Mr. Vudthidech 
Chamnikij 

Office of The 
National Economic 

and Social 
Development Board 

Policy & Plan 
Analyst, Senior 

Professional 
Level 

462 Krungkasem 
Rd. Pomprab, 

Bangkok 10110 

"+66 2280 
4085 ext 

6404 
  "+66819406972 vudthidech@nesdb.go.th	

	

Thailand 
(NESDB) 

Ms. Pattharin 
Ongartitthichai 

Office of The 
National Economic 

and Social 
Development Board 

Policy & Plan 
Analyst, 

Practitioner 
Level 

462 Krungkasem 
Rd. Pomprab, 

Bangkok 10110 

"+66 2280 
4085 ext 

6410 
    pattharin@nesdb.go.th	

	

Viet Nam Mr. Nguyen Van Tuan 

Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Chairman 80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam           

Viet Nam Mr. Ha Van Sieu 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Vice Chairman 80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam       		   

Viet Nam Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh 
Huong 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Vice 
Chairwoman 

80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam       		   

Viet Nam Mr. Ngo Hoai Chung 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Vice Chairman 80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam       		   

Viet Nam Mr. Le Tuan Anh 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Deputy Director 
General 

80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 4 3942 
3760 ext 121 

+84 4 3942 
4115  +84 912 229597  anhtle77@gmail.com	 antle0705@vietnamtourism.gov.vn	

Viet Nam Mr. Nguyen Anh Tuan 

Institute for Tourism 
Research and 

Development, Viet 
nam National 

Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Director         tuanluhanh@gmail.com	 		

Viet Nam Ms. Pham To Linh 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Official 80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 4 3942 
3760 ext 123 

+84 4 3942 
4115  84 982 422 192 tolinhpham@gmail.com PS	:	Contact	person	for	Viet	Nam	

Viet Nam Ms. Vu Ngoc Bich 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Official 80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 4 3942 
3760 ext 122 

+84 4 3942 
4115  84 941 996 386 ngocbichvnat@gmail.com PS	:	Contact	person	for	Viet	Nam	

 Viet Nam Mr. Tran Phu Cuong 

International 
Cooperation 

Department (ICD), 
Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Director 
General 

80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 4 3942 
3760 ext 121 

+84 4 3942 
4115  +84 9 8828 9889 cuongvnat@yahoo.com 		

 Viet Nam Ms. Luyen Hong Anh 

Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Officer of 
Tourism 

Marketing 
Department 

80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 
912730012 

+84 4 
39424115   luyenhonganh@yahoo.com	 		

 Viet Nam Ms. Le Thi Minh Que 

Vietnam National 
Administration of 
Tourism (VNAT). 

Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism   

Officer of 
Travel 

Management 
Department 

80 Quan Su Street, 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

+84 
904157948 

+84 4 
39424115   quelesuburb@gmail.com	 		
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Agenda Item 6: Implementation of the GMS 
Tourism Marketing Strategy 2015-2020

40th MEETING OF THE GMS TOURISM WORKING GROUP 
4 December 2017 
Yangon, Myanmar

Update on Southern Tourism Corridor Meeting 
Fam Trip in Trat and Chantaburi provinces

23-26 May, 2017

Bangkok - – – Trat – Koh
Kong – – – – –
Phnom Penh –

Route 

•
•
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Six thematic multi-country routes:

1. Bike and Run (Trat-Koh Kong-Kampot-Phu Quoc): Cambodia
2. Natural & Historical Theme Based : Cambodia

(HCMC-Phu Quoc-Can Tho-Kampot-Phnom Penh or Phnom Penh-
Sihanoukville-Kampot-Phu Quoc-Can Tho-HCMC)

3. Romantic & Honeymoon (Trat-Chantaburi-Rayong-HCMC-Cai Be-
Can Tho-HCMC): Thailand

Six thematic multi-country routes:

4. Arts & Cultural Heritage of French Colonial Architecture (Chantaburi-
Sihanoukville-Kampot-Ha Tien-Rach Gia) : Viet Nam
5. Eco Tour (Chonburi-Rayong-Chantaburi- Trat-Koh Kong-Sihanoukville-
Kampot-Kep-Ha Tien-Phu Quoc-Can Tho-Sa Dec) : Viet Nam
6. Food Trail (Kampot-Takeo-Sihanoukville-Trat-Chantaburi-Rayong) : 
Thailand
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Proposed Next Steps:

1. Jointly promote newly established tour programmes on individual NTOs’  
promotional channels e.g. brochure, website and trade fairs

2. Organise Agent & Media Fam Trip 

Experience
Thailand

MORE
and

7-12 September 2017 6



	  

151	  
40th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐40)	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Post Tours
ASEAN Tourism Forum 2018

The Horizon Heritage 
Udon Thani – Nong Khai –

Vientiane 
27-29 January 2018
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The Horizon Heritage (300 USD)

� Ban Chiang archeological site
� Cruise at Nong Han Lake
� Ramasun Military Camp. 
� Nisachol Shop for local fabric workshop.
� Depart for Vientiane by train
� Visit Royal Temple of Haw Phra Kaew,

Pha That Luang, Patuxai Monument
� Ride the Sky Lab to 

UD Town Outdoor Shopping Mall.

ATF 2018 Post Tour

The Golden Treasures
Lamphun – Yangon 

27-29 January 2018



	  

153	  
40th	  Meeting	  of	  the	  GMS	  Tourism	  Working	  Group	  (TWG-‐40)	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

The Golden Treasures (500 USD)
Ban Nong Nguak, Pa Sang District of 

Lamphun. 
� Visit “Hor Dharm” at Wat Nong Nguak
� The workshops of weaving and 
basketry
� Join the “Creative Tourism@Lamphun” 
activities.
� Wat Chama Dhevi
� Wat Phrathat Haripunchai

ATF 2018 Post Tour

The Golden Treasures
Yangon, Myanmar

� Botahtaung Pagoda 
� Bo Bo Gyi
� Amadaw Mya Nan New
� Chaukhtatgyi Buddha Temple
� Shwedagon Pagoda
� Sule Pagoda
� Bogyoke Aung San Market

ATF 2018 Post Tour
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The Memorable Antique 
Cultures
Chiang Rai– Kengtung

27-30 January 2018 

The Memorable Antique Cultures (500 USD)
Chiang Rai
� Wat Rong khun
� Singha Park
� Wat Phra Kaew
� Chiang Rai Walking Street
� Ban Lor Yo (Ahka Village)
� Wat Hiranyawat
� Enjoy the local workshops at Ban Pang Ha

ATF 2018 Post Tour
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The Memorable Antique 
Cultures

Kengtung
� Maha Myat Muni Pagoda
� Zom Kham Temple
� Wat Phra That Jom Mon
� Kengtung market

ATF 2018 Post Tour

Ancient of the East
Chanthaburi–Prachinburi -

Siem Reap

27-30 January 2018
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Ancient of the East (500 USD)
U-Tapao Airport. 
� The Old Town of Chanthaburi
� Chao Lao Beach
� Chalerm Burapha chonlathit Scenic Road 
� Chatrium Golf Resort Soi Dao Chanthaburi
for 

site inspection and enjoy the activities
� Serenity Hotel SPA Onsen Kabinburi

Leisure with the onsen, swimming and yoga

ATF 2018 Post Tour

Ancient of the East
Siem Reap
� Ton Le Sap Lake
� Angkor Village Apsara Theatre
� Angkor Thom
� Ta Prohm
� Angkor Wat temple

ATF 2018 Post Tour
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Ride To Khong’s Legendary 2018

March 2018

OBJECTIVEs
� To further develop the cycling to be an annual event 
to be attended by Thai and international cyclists every year.
�To highlight the activity that is unique and creates continuous 

challenge.
�To establish the cycling as one of the tools in stimulating 

travels as well as bringing economic value to the country, 
especially the Northeast.

�To attract more tourists who enjoy cycling from both domestic 
and overseas to visit the country, especially the quality 
tourists market.
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Ride to Khong’s Legendary 2018
Route Distance

Stage 1 : Nakhon Phanom Province – Mukdahan Province
Start from the seven-headed Naga Statue (Nakhon Phanom Province)  

passing Phrathat Phanom and finish at Wat Phu Manorom (Mukdahan Province)
Highlight: Competition for King of Khong (KOK), ride up the Manorom

(Mukdahan Province), a distance of 1.7 kilometres. 

166 Km.

Stage 2 : Mukdahan Province – Sakon Nakhon Province 
Start from Ho Kaeo Mukdahan Observatory passing the Phu Pha Yon 

National Park and Khong Ping Ngu and finish at the Phuphan National Park Office 
then rolling to check in at Sakon Nakhon Province.

Highlight: Competition for King of Mountain (KOM), ride up to  Khong Phu
Pha Yon, a distance of 9.8 Km. and Khong Ping Ngu, a distance of  9.7 kilometres. 

155 Km.

Highlight: Competition for King of 
Khong (KOK), ride up Phu 
Manorom (Mukdahan Province), a 
distance of 1.7 kilometres. 

Seven-headed Naga Statue 
(Nakhon Phanom Province) – Wat
Phu Manorom (Mukdahan
Province) Distance 166 kilometres

Airport 
[Air Asia has 3 
Flights,
Nok Air has  2 Flights 
a day ]

Sakon Nakhon Airport 
[Air Asia  has 1 
Flight,
Nok Air  has  3 Flights 
a day ]

( One hour difference 
schedule) 

Accommodation in 
Nakhon Phanom
Hotel 1,494 
Rooms
Resort
850 Rooms
Guesthouse 19  

STAGE 1
Naga 
Statue 

Phrathat
Phanom

Matthayom Chan 
Road 

Route 212Route 
2104

Wat Phu
Manorom
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[Air Asia has 3 
Flights,
Nok Air has  2 
Flights a day ]
Sakon Nakhon
Airport 
[Air Asia  has 1 
Flight,
Nok Air  has  3 
Flights a day ]
( One hour 
difference 
schedule) 
Accommodation in  
Mukdahan
Province 
Hotel 2,223 
Rooms
Resort 480 
Rooms

Highlight:
Competition for 
King of Mountain 
(KOM), ride up to 
Khong Phu Pha
Yon, a distance of 
9.8 Km. and Khong
Ping Ngu, a 
distance of 9.7 Km.

Ho Kaeo Mukdahan Observatory
(Mukdahan Province ) – Phuphan

National Park Office (Sakon Nakhon
Province ) Distance 155 kilometres

STAGE 2

Ho Kaeo
Mukdahan

Observatory

Khong Ping Ngu

Khong Phu Pha
Yon

Phuphan
National Park 

Office

Highlight: Competition for 
King of Sprint (KOS), a 
distance of 93.5 kilometres.

Sakon Nakhon City Gate (Sakon 
Nakhon Province ) – Seven – headed 

Naga Statue (Nakhon Phanom 
Province) 

Distance 93.5 Kilometres 

Stage 3

Airport 
[Air Asia has 3 
Flights,
Nok Air has  2 
Flights a day ]
Sakon Nakhon
Airport 
[Air Asia  has 1 
Flight,
Nok Air  has  3 
Flights a day ]
( One hour 
difference 
schedule) 
Accommodation in  
Sakon Nakhon
Hotel 1,653 
Rooms
Resort 1,155  
Rooms

Sakon Nakhon City 
Gate

Naga 
Statue
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Route: Nakhon Phanom –
Mukdahan – Sakon Nakhon -

Nakhon Phanom
Total a distance of 414.5 

kilometres.

Nakhon Phanom
Airport 
[Air Asia has 3
Flights,
Nok Air has  2 
Flights a day ]

Sakon Nakhon
Airport 
[Air Asia has 1 
Flight,
Nok Air has  3 
Flights a day ]
( One hour 
difference 
schedule) 

Route 1

Route 2

Route 3
ประตเูมืองสกลนคร

166 
Km.

155 Km.

93.5 Km.
Naga 
Statue

Phrathat
Phanom

Matthayom Chan 
Road 

Wat Phu
Manorom

Phu Pha Yon 
National Park 

Phuphan
National Park 

Office

26
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Don Mueang - Nakhon Phanom Nakhon Phanom - Don Mueang
08.30-10.00
15.00-16.25
18.15-19.40

10.25-11.20
17.00-18.10
20.10-21.20

Don Mueang - Sakon Nakhon Sakon Nakhon - Don Mueang
06.30-07.40 08.10-09.20

Don Mueang - Nakhon Phanom Nakhon Phanom - Don Mueang
10.05-11.15
18.20- 19.55

11.45-12.55
20.25- 22.00

Don Mueang - Sakon Nakhon Sakon Nakhon - Don Mueang
08.55- 10.05
15.00-16.25
19.40-20.50

09.40- 10.50
15.00-16.35
21.20- 22.30

For More Information 
• 1. www.ridetokhonglegendary.com
• 2. www.thaifest.org
• 3. 

https://www.facebook.com/ridetokhon
glegendary/

28
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APPENDIX 8 
GMS	  Tourism	  Performance	  and	  Statistic	  

Harmonization	  in	  the	  GMS	  
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APPENDIX 9 
22nd	  GMS	  Ministerial	  Conference	  and	  2nd	  

GMS	  Agriculture	  Minister’	  Meeting	  
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2018	  GMS	  Tourism	  Workplan	  
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Financial	  Analysis	  and	  Assets	  of	  MTCO	  

2011-‐2017	  
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Mekong!Tourism!Coordinating!Office!(MTCO)!
Department!of!Tourism,!154!Rama!I!Road,!
Pathumwan,!Bangkok!10330!THAILAND!
Email:!info@mekontourism.org!!!!!Website:!www.!MekongTourism.org!!

!

GMS!TWG!TASK!FORCES!

The!GMS!Tourism!Sector!Strategy!2016U2025,!as!endorsed!by!the!six!GMS!tourism!
ministries,!includes!the!development!of!various!task!forces.!!GMS!TWG!Members!
present!agreed!to!create!a!series!of!task!forces!to!enable!greater!support!for!the!various!
initiatives!included!in!the!GMS!TWG!Work!Plan!and!to!provide!National!Tourism!
Organizations!of!the!six!GMS!Member!Countries!with!new!forms!of!collaboration!and!to!
be!platforms!for!participation!in!the!relevant!working!areas.!!

The!Task!Forces!of!the!GMS!Tourism!Working!Group!are!defined!as!multidisciplinary!
teams!in!which!various!specialist!departments!of!the!tourism!ministries!or!other!
ministries!within!the!governments!of!the!six!GMS!member!countries!with!common!
interests!and!expertise!in!specific!fields!collaborate.!Thus!far,!the!following!task!forces!in!
the!respective!subject!matters!have!been!agreed!upon:!!

! SubUregional!Marketing!&!Promotion!
! Development!Coordination!&!Statistics!

Other!Task!Forces!can!be!added!at!a!later!stage!based!on!initiatives!in!the!GMS!TWG!
Work!Plan,!endorsed!by!the!members!of!the!GMS!TWG.!

The!Task!Forces!should!collaborate!if!applicable!and!useful!with!the!Mekong!Trends!
Expert!Groups!under!the!publicUprivate!sector!partnership!organization!Destination!
Mekong.!

! ! !
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!

!

The!main!objectives!of!the!GMS!Tourism!Task!Forces!include:!!

1. To!serve!as!practical!mechanisms!to!enrich!the!subject!matter!expertise!of!the!
GMS!Tourism!Working!Group!in!order!to!execute!the!GMS!TWG!Work!
Plan;!!!

2. To!foster!the!knowledge!exchange!among!the!different!actors!involved;!!!

3. To!promote!publicUprivate!collaboration!in!specific!segments;!and!

4. To!contribute!to!the!development!of!sustainability!and!responsibility!tourism!
in!the!Greater!Mekong!Subregion.!!

!

!

!
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!

Specific!Tasks!&!Activities:!
!

1. Sub>regional!Marketing!&!Promotion!
!

1.1 Create!collaborative!social!media!campaigns!by!leveraging!the!new!Mekong!
Moments!social!commerce!campaign!platform!

1.2 Engage!industry!stakeholders,!especially!small!businesses!to!participate!in!
executing!social!media!contests!on!Mekong!Moments!

1.3 Penetrate!the!Mekong!Tourism!brand!by!promoting!logo,!websites,!and!regional!
marketing!programs!and!initiatives!!

1.4 Develop!multiUcountry!thematic!routes!by!creating!online!promotions,!
collaborative!promotions!at!regional!and!global!travel!trade!shows!

1.5 Organize!multiUcountry!thematic!fam!trips!for!niche!media!and!specialized!tour!
operators!

!

2. Development!Coordination!&!Statistics!
!

2.1 Promote!responsible!travel!operators!via!the!Experience!Mekong!Collection,!and!
feature!best!practices!via!the!Experience!Mekong!Showcase!

2.2 Enhance!the!GMS!tourism!statistical!framework!and!improve!data!harmonization!
among!the!GMS!member!countries!

2.3 Educate!the!industry!on!key!subject!matters!via!the!Mekong!Trends!insight!and!
knowledge!platform!

2.4 Integrate!travel!startups!into!the!GMs!tourism!ecosystem!via!the!MIST!
Accelerator!Program!

2.5 Develop!Destination!Mekong!as!a!publicUprivate!partnershipUled!platform!to!
execute!key!initiatives!

!

!

! !
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!

Participation!in!the!task!forces:!!
!

! Each!task!force!is!chaired!by!one!member!of!the!GMS!Tourism!Working!Group!–!
preferably!an!expert!in!the!subject!at!hand!U!who!ensures!alignment!to!the!GMS!
TWG!Work!Plan,!and!gives!regular!updates!to!the!GMS!Tourism!Working!Group.!!
!

! Each!Task!Force!should!include!one!member!of!each!of!the!six!GMS!member!
countries.!Task!Force!members!don’t!have!to!members!of!the!GMS!Tourism!
Working!Group,!but!can!be!members!of!different!departments!within!the!
tourism!ministries,!or!even!members!of!other!relevant!ministries!within!the!
respective!governments.!Key!is!to!have!relevant!experts!included!in!the!task!
forces!to!allow!for!crossUdepartment/ministry!cooperation!to!be!most!effective.!
!

! The!coordination!of!the!different!task!forces!will!be!carried!out!by!the!Mekong!
Tourism!Coordinating!Office;!!!
!

! To!formalize!the!task!force!participation,!members!will!be!appointed!by!the!GMS!
TWG!Focal!Point!by!sending!an!email!to!the!Executive!Director!of!the!MTCO;!!!
!

! The!chair!of!each!Task!Force!should!be!selected!during!the!GMS!TWG!Meeting,!
with!tenure!of!one!year,!renewable!for!additional!years!without!limit,!based!on!
the!performance!of!the!task!force.!
!

! GMS!TWG!Members!may!participate!in!any!task!forces!they!deem!appropriate,!
providing!experience,!suggestions!and!technical!means!to!achieve!their!
objectives;!!!
!

! Task!Force!meetings!will!take!place!every!two!months!and!will!be!carried!out!
through!videoconferencing!systems!(ie!skype).!In!addition,!task!force!meetings!
will!be!held!taking!advantage!of!activities!or!events!organized!by!MTCO!or!its!
members,!such!as!GMS!TWG!meetings,!to!bring!together!a!significant!number!of!
members!who!may!be!interested!in!this!issue.!!!
!

! Each!task!force!will!be!allocated!10U15!minutes!at!GMS!TWG!Meetings!for!the!
respective!task!force!chair!to!give!an!update.!The!task!forces!may!opt!to!invite!
other!task!force!members!with!specific!experts,!or!even!third!party!experts!to!
give!valueUadded!presentations,!interventions,!or!contributions.!
!

! Each!task!force!can!cooperate!with!a!private!sector!Mekong!Trends!Expert!Group!
in!order!to!leverage!the!benefits!of!public!private!collaboration!and!partnership.!
Destination!Mekong!will!develop!Mekong!Trends!Expert!Groups!in!relevant!
subject!matters.!These!Mekong!Trends!Expert!Groups!will!present!at!GMS!TWG!
meetings!in!order!to!inform!GMS!TWG!members!of!issues!in!specific!areas,!such!
as!MICE,!Food!Tourism,!Accessible!Tourism,!etc.!!
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!

MEKONG!TRENDS!EXPERT!GROUPS!

The!first!Mekong!Trends!Expert!Group!currently!in!development!is!on!Accessible!
Tourism.!Please!see!the!charter!below.!

!

MEKONG!TRENDS!EXPERT!GROUP!ON!ACCESSIBLE!TOURISM!!

1.!Objectives!!

The!expert!group!on!accessible!tourism!was!suggested!by!Mira!Travels!Myanmar,!with!
the!following!objectives:!!

1.1.!To!provide!a!complete!analysis!in!the!following!areas:!!

>!Main!reasons!for!creating!accessible!tourism!strategies!

>!Experiences!and!success!stories!provided!by!destinations!

>!GlobalUstandardized!work!system!on!accessibility!

>!Measures!to!be!implemented!!

.!!!!1.2.!!To!establish!collaboration!mechanisms!on!accessible!tourism,!universal!
accessibility!and!design!for!all!travel!and!tourism!stakeholders!within!the!GMS,!
promoting!the!launch!of!research!activities!and!pilot!projects!in!this!area!!!

.!!!!1.3.!!To!disseminate!activities!developed!by!members,!especially!innovative!
experiences,!studies!and!activities,!as!well!as!the!benefits!of!their!
implementation!in!practice!!!

.!!!!1.4.!!To!promote!measures!aimed!at!improving!the!promotion!and!
commercialization!of!accessible!tourist!products!!!

.!!!!1.5.!!To!promote!the!quality!and!competitiveness!of!tourist!facilities,!
resources!and!services!through!the!implementation!of!measures!linked!to!the!
principles!of!universal!accessibility!and!design!for!all!!!

.!!!!1.6.!!To!foster!the!development!of!technical!and!technological!solutions!
adapted!to!the!real!needs!of!tourists!with!disabilities,!reduced!mobility!or!special!
needs!!!
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!

.!!!!1.7.!!To!propose!mechanisms!to!provide!the!appropriate!knowledge!to!the!

professionals!of!the!sector!to!integrate!tourist!accessibility!within!their!strategic!

planning!as!an!additional!component!in!the!value!chain!!!

.!!!!1.8.!!To!contribute!to!the!debate!to!standardize!the!parameters!and!criteria!

that!define!the!accessible!tourist!product,!in!accordance!with!the!regulations!on!

accessibility!and!international!recommendations.!!!

2.!Action!Plan!!

2.1.!To!collaborate!with!public!and!private!sector!stakeholders!by:!!

>!Developing!an!issues!paper!on!the!Strengths,!Weaknesses,!Opportunities,!and!Threats!

on!the!subject!matter!in!the!GMS!

>!Publish!a!Mekong!Trends!Snapshot!Report!on!the!subject!matter!

>!Host!a!seminar!or!workshop!on!the!subject!matter!!

>!Initiate!a!tangible!project!to!drive!development!of!the!subject!matter!in!the!GMS,!i.e.!a!

collection!of!accessible!travel!operators!in!the!GMS!

>!Update!the!six!national!tourism!ministries!at!the!biUannual!GMS!Tourism!Working!

Group!meetings!

 
!
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APPENDIX 13 
2018	  Mekong	  Tourism	  Forum	  and	  	  

TWG-‐41	  Meeting 
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Mekong Tourism Forum 2018 

@Nakhon Phanom 

Date and Venue 

Nakhon Phanom Province, Thailand 

25 – 29 June 2018 
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M eeting Venue 

The River Hotel Nakhon Phanom University 

Hotel 
TheRiver Hotel Nakhon Phanom 
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25th Jun 18: Tourism Working Group Meeting 
26th Jun 18: Broad Meeting 
27th Jun 18: MIST and GALA Dinner 
28th Jun 18: Mekong Tourism Forum and Food Festival 
29th Jun 18: Technical Tour 

Tentative Program  

Thank You 
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Mekong	  Trends 
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APPENDIX 15 
Greater	  Mekong	  Subregion	  Tourism	  

Infrastructure	  for	  Inclusive	  Growth	  Project 
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