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Outlines 
● Resilient health systems is foundamental to regional health security, UHC and economic resilience

● Gaps in the region to build resilient health systems

● China’s initiative on Health Silk Road Cooperation

● Ongoing progress and potential collaboration 
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All these development assistance programs (vertical & horizontal with HSS elements) has supported and been integrated into 
China’s efforts on health system reform  



Health cooperation in the region

● Investment in health cooperation in the 
region is relatively low;

● GMS Working Group on Health 
Cooperation: since 2017 but made many 
substaintial achievements;

●  Resilient health systems is emphasized 
from the perspective of addressing 
health challenges along border areas.

Source: https://greatermekong.org/gms-program-infographics-30-years



Resilient health systems is foundamental to regional health security, 
UHC, and economic resilience

Resilient health systems are key to:

● Ensure individual well-being
● Identify and manage public health threats effectively
● Economic resilience 

 Political Declaration of the UN High-level Meeting on Pandemic 
Prevention, Preparedness and Response / Political Declaration of the 
UN High-level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage (2023)

● Recognizing: the link between pandemic prevention, preparedness 
and response and universal health coverage; resilient and people-
centered health systems are necessary to protect the health of all 
people;

● Call for international cooperation and global solidarity for: advancing 
health systems resilience and recovery, scaling up efforts to strengthen 
quality, people-centred, sustainable and resilient health systems and 
enhance their performance.



Gaps in the region

IHR Score per capacity (WPRO)
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To cope with these public health 
security chanllenges, many 
countries will require: 

● Substantial health system reforms to 
address foundational gaps in public health 
capacities, including the core capacities of 
International Health Regulations (IHR) 
(2005), to make them more efficient, 
effective and resilient, 

● These reforms must integrate health 
emergency preparedness and response 
systems into universal health coverage 
efforts, based on primary health care and 
essential public health function approaches, 
with a reorientation of investment and 
resources.

Source: WHO, E-SPAR, 2023



Gaps in the region

Global progress towards UHC has been largely 
stagnating since 2015, before stalling in 2019:

● Global: at least 4.5 billion people—more than half of the 
world’s population—not fully covered by essential health 
services in 2021. Two billion people experienced financial 
hardship, with over 1.3 billion being pushed or further 
pushed into poverty.

● In GMS region: significant progress on the UHC service 
coverage index (2/6 under global average 68), but 
financial protection has worsened between 2000 and 
2019. 

● Requires a shift from health systems designed around 
diseases/hospitals to people centred.  

● PHC, an approach to strengthening health systems 
centred on people’s needs, is one of the most effective 
areas for investment to accelerate progress towards UHC.

Global UHC Services Coverage Index by country, 2021

Source: WHO,2023
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China’s initiative on Health Silk Road Cooperation

Strategic Objective 1: Healthy China 2030 and the achievement 
of UHC

• Priority area 1.1 Promoting the development of a resilient and equitable health 
service delivery system and sustainable health financing mechanism

• Priority area 1.2 Promoting and realizing programmes on NCDs and healthy ageing
• Priority area 1.3 Strengthening the public health system and improving health 

security
• Priority area 1.4 Promoting health beyond the health sector and improving health 

equity
•  promote global 

Build a global community of health for all
•  Priority area 2.1 Strengthening global health partnerships and contributing to 

achieving the SDGs 
• Priority area 2.2 Providing global public goods for health and enhancing the 

capacity for global health cooperation and governance

China-WHO country cooperation 
strategy (2022-2026)



Ongoing progress in the region: protect public health security

• joint prevention and control of malaria and dengue fever in the Lancang Mekong sub region between 
China, Laos, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Thailand;

• Support the establishment of a joint prevention and control platform for insect borne infectious 
diseases in the Lancang Mekong Subregion, achieving informationization of cross-border monitoring, 
prediction and early warning, information sharing, and other prevention and control work.

• Every year, 1-3 sessions of prevention and control technology training are held, training more than 500 
foreign public health personnel.

Cross-border infectious disease prevention 
and control with Mekong Countries

China-ASEAN Science and Technology Cooperation 
Center for Public Health
• Endorsed in the statement of China ASEAN Leaders Meeting
• Launched in Apr. 2023 
• Lead by Peking University, China, and collaborated with partner universities, public health institutes 

from ASEAN coutnries.



Ongoing progress in the region: promote health sustainable development

• 600 beds and well equiped; 
• teaching hospital;
• provide comprehensive medical and health services for the Lao people;
• support local economic and social development.

 MAHOSOT hospital in Lao PDR

 Free screening and surgery, and cross-border health 
services network
• Conducted free cataract surgery, congenital heart disease screening & surgery for children in 

Cambodia and Lao PDR( in Vientiane, Udomxay, Luang Prabang and other provinces)
• Dispatch China Medical Team (Traditonal Chinese Medicine) to Cambodia;
• Conduct on-site training and assessment of neonatal specialized capacities for the medical staff 

from Cambodia National Children's Hospital. 
•  "China Laos Cross border Regional Medical and Health Service Pilot Demonstration Zone" was 

launched in Mengla Yunnan, 2022, with Nanta Provincial Hospital, and other 5 provincial 
Hospitals in Laos, to strengthen interconnection of essential medical and health services for 
residents near the border areas, and  enhence the services capaities, quality of general 
practitioners,selected clinical departments. 



Future potential collaborations in the region 

China ASEAN Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Action Plan (2022-2025)
● To strengthen cooperation in responding to the COVID-19 and recovery, including: Support the ASEAN 

Anti Epidemic Fund; 

● Under voluntary and mutually agreed conditions, increase joint vaccine production and technology 
transfer, and carry out cooperation in key drug and vaccine research and development; 

● Support ASEAN to strengthen the construction of grassroots public health systems and HHR 
capacity building;

● Implement the China ASEAN Public Health Cooperation Initiative, enhance capacity building and 
improve the cooperation mechanisms, better respond to future public health emergencies, increase 
prevention of pandemics, and to achieve health for all; 

● Organize the China ASEAN Health Cooperation Forum; 

● Carry out hospital management cooperation, and implement it after passing and signing the 
Memorandum of Understanding on China ASEAN Health Cooperation;
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Future potential collaborations in the region 

• China’s cooperation with IOs, 

development partners, and developing 

countries should focus more on 

“Soft”technical copperation: 

providing global public good on 

knowledge of six building blocks of 

health systems strengthening, 

promoting regional health security，

and people-centered, digitalized, PHC-

anchored UHC.


