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UDSF 2015-2022 – Context
• UD – newest WG when formed. Preceded by Task Force starting 2012
• Stimulated by: (i) Growing emphasis on spatial approach in GMS program; (ii) 

Rapid urbanization in the region; (iii) Rising share of cities in national 
economic activity globally – “engines of growth”; (iv) Interlinkages between 
urban development and climate change; and (v) Common issues from rapid 
urbanization: urban scrawl/slums, informality, infra and services gaps, 
migration, etc.

• But finding opportunities for RCI in UD can be challenging: 
Cities (and hinterland) –inward looking, little focus on regional/national spatial design 
Not connecting cross border unlike other infra (transport, energy)
Cross-country diversity in patterns and levels of urbanization, economic density, and 

national political systems
Multi-sectoral  
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UDSF 2015-2022 – Key Features
• Vision: “Sustainable urban development in the GMS”
• Cross-cutting themes:
 Green development and climate change resilience
 Disaster risk management
 Inclusive development
 Competitiveness

• Ambitious scope within cross-cutting themes…
• …but generally tentative and not prescriptive
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UDSF 2015-2022 – Implementation Insights
• A quick and preliminary view. Detailed assessment would be needed as part 

of formulating the next SF
• RIF-2022: Investment projects in corridor towns/liveable cities; border areas. 

TAs for preparation of the projects
• Diminishing availability of RCI-focused resources and TA funds, but resources 

for climate change may be increasing.
• Lowest engagement with other Development Partners compared to other 

GMS WGs
• Information exchange in diverse areas remains important, as does scope for 

customized capacity building
• Scope for new UDSF: build on first one while aligning with GMS 2030
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The New GMS-2030 Strategic Framework
Endorsed at the 7th GMS Summit of Leaders (9 Sep. 2021)

“A more integrated, prosperous, sustainable, 
and inclusive subregion”

Vision
“A subregional cooperation program focused on its 

fundamental strengths of community, 
connectivity, and competitiveness, while 

embracing the core principles of environmental 
sustainability and resilience, internal and 

external integration, and inclusivity, for building 
a GMS community of shared future.”

Mission

1. Digital Revolution
2. Spatial Approach
3. Policy Dialogue

4. Private Sector 
5. GMS Open Platform
6. Focus on Results

6 Innovative Approaches
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GMS 2030 and the Urban Development Sector 
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GMS 2030 Implementation: Strategic alignment for stronger results 
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Supporting programmatic strategic alignment
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Towards the New UDSF: Milestones
• Review of existing UDSF, Sector and regional trends: Sep-Nov 2023
• Zero draft and GMS Secretariat Consultations with GMS member countries: 

Jan-Feb 2024
• GMS Secretariat consultations with Development Partners, others: Mar 2024
• Draft new Strategic Framework: Apr 2024
• GMS Secretariat circulates new SF to GMS governments: Apr/May 2024
• Review and consideration of new SF by UDWG: May/June 2024
• Revised draft incorporating comments from UDWG: Aug 2024
• Review and approval by SOM: Sep 2024
• Endorsement by MC: Oct/Nov 2024
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Thank you!
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